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€ OlWNBYCb, ecn CKaxy, YTo 151 60/bLWMHCTBA POCCUSIH, A1t MHOTUX JltO-

[leH, XUBYLLMX 3a npeaenamun Poccuu, Hall perMoH, YyKOTCKMI aBTOHOM-

HbI OKPYr, — OWH M3 CaMbIX APKMX 1 B TO e BPEMS OAMH U3 CaMblIX 3a-
raflovyHbIx pernoHoB KpavHero CeBepa. YyKOTKY Takon AenatoT ee MUp BEYHbIX
CHEroB U NbJ0B, XXMBOTHbIK MUP U KyNbTypa HapOA0B, HacensoLlmx ee. ICKUMo-
Cbl ¥ GEPErOBbIE YYKYN — KOPEHHbLIE XUTENIM OKPYra — COTHU JIET OXOTATCS Ha THo-
NeHen, MopXewn, KUTOB. B anekom npoLLioM MMEHHO OXOTa Ha MOPCKOro 3Beps
[lana BO3MOXHOCTb YeJIOBEKY NOCENUTbCS Ha 6eperax NonsipHblX Mopen. HUKaKmx
[pYyrnx cnoco60B BbIXWUTb 3[4€Ch Y NltoAeN He 6bln0. MOpCKoN 3BEPOBOMHbIN MPo-
MbICE 1 B HaLUW AHW HE YyTPaTUA CBOEro 3HaAYeHUs s MOTOMKOB apKTUYECKMUX
NepBOMNPOXO/LEB, OH MO-MPEXHEMY ABASETCS YaCTbIO UX CAMOOBITHOM KYNbTypbl.
[lecHu v TaHLbl 6ePeroBbIX YyKYen 1 3ICKUMOCOB, UX 6oratbli GObKIOP CaMbiM
TECHbIM 06Pa30M CBSI3aHbl C MOPCKOW OXOTOW. CTO/b Xe TeCHO CBS3aHO C MOPEM
MCKYCCTBO Pe3b0bl MO KIIbIKYy MOPXKa, YKe MHOrMe roabl SBasioleecs 6peHaomM
YYKOTKK, ee 3puMbIM 06pa30oM, U3BECTHbIM BCEMY MUPY. [paBUTENbCTBO YyKOT-
CKOro aBTOHOMHOrO OKpyra yaensieT 60/blloe BHUMaHWe NoaaepkKe MOPCKUX
APKTUYECKUX 3BEPOBOEB, COXPaAHEHUIO MX KYNbTYPHbIX TpaauLui. Hallen Ba-
HOM 3ajayen ABNSETCS TakKe NPUOOBLLEHNE MOSIOAEKMN K KyNbTypHOMY Hacne-
MO CTapLIMX NMOKONEHUA. MIMEHHO NO3TOMY S MPUBETCTBYIO NosiBAEHUE «KHuUrm
Mops» — HoBoro ¢ounbma Anekces Baxpywesa. B dunbme coBpeMeHHas XU3Hb
YYKOTCKMX MOP3BEPOBOEB COEANHEHA C UX CTAPUHHBIMU flereHjamu, ¢ X Tpaau-
LIMOHHbIMU NPEACTaBIEHNAMM O HEPa3PbIBHOW CBA3M YE/I0BEKA C POAHON NPUPO-
A0v. PUNbM HAMOMHUT KaXA0MY M3 Hac, KaK BaXHO XPaHUTb NamsiTb O NPOLLIOM,
6epeyb KynbTypHOe Hacneaue rnpeakoB, Kak BaXKHO NMOMHWUTbL O TOM, YTO Ha Hac
NEXUT OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a Byayllee Hallen 3eM/u, Hallen YyKOTKM.

POMAH BATEHTUHOBWY KOMWH,
ry6epHaTop YyKOTCKOro aBTOHOMHOIO OKpyra

have no doubt that for the majority of Russians, as well as for many people

living outside Russia, our region — the Chukotka Autonomous Okrug — is

one of the most striking, and at the same time most mysterious regions in
the Extreme North. Chukotka is a world formed by eternal snow and ice, and
by the rich wildlife and unique culture of the peoples that live there. Indig-
enous peoples of the region — the Yupik and coastal Chukchi — have been
hunting seals, walruses and whales for hundreds of years. in the distant past,
hunting for sea animals gave people the opportunity to live on the polar sea
coasts. There were no other ways for people to survive there. Marine animal
hunting has not lost its significance for the descendants of those Arctic pio-
neers: it is still a part of their authentic culture. Songs and dances of coastal
Chukchi and Yupik and their intricate folklore are closely connected with sea
hunting. Equally closely connected to the sea is the art of walrus ivory carving,
which for many years has been the hallmark of Chukotka, its image known
throughout the world. The Government of the Chukotka Autonomous Okrug
pays great attention to supporting Arctic marine hunters and preserving their
cultural traditions. Our important task is also to introduce the cultural heritage
of older generations to our young people. This is why | welcome the appear-
ance of The Book of the Sea, a new film by Aleksey Vakhrushev. The film com-
bines the contemporary lives of sea animal hunters in Chukotka with their old
legends and traditional assumptions about man being inseparably connected
with the nature around him. The film will remind us how important it is to pre-
serve memories of the past in the cultural heritage of our ancestors, and how
important it is to remember that we all are responsible for the future of our
land, Chukotka.

ROMAN KOPIN,
Governor of the Chukotka Autonomous Okrug




ATacuMblH yHONUIMU «ArHak UrHumarsre arsbir'MbliH» HUKyra
aHbIXMbyKanbblKUMaMbIM. KbIHBAT aHbIXTbYKambXbIT yriaruT.
KaHMK UMNXTYK arebIrHbIH YTbIXTbbIr'eHbliH. CUBYNUNYHM
bIMMbIXTaKyK Ur'HbIraarHam, aryH aHmbyxcumMaykarsblk
KaBUNI'eMblH, HabyHENbKyTanbiK.

XyK TayaTblH MekyT.

H3BbICKAT3, NbITOTKOSbA PHIBKIN, BaSJEMHIH BblerblprbiH
agkannbl. bIHK3H ratearsneH NbIrMHBLS. K33KbIH HbINANEMTII]K3H,
KbIHB3P JJbITMMKITI BT BbIErbIPrbIT. BbITIIbIM HbIM3SJKbIHTITKUHIT

pPbaBbIT. bl'TTbbl€éYa raTBasjeH 3KblK-pb3B (3HM3Y bIHMbIPB3IB),
YesrblkUnpysibbiH.
blHyuH raTearneH.



BBEAEHWE | INTRODUCTION

BaXkaeMbli Yyntatesb!

KHura, KOTOpYlo Bbl AEPKUTE B pyKax, NepeHeceT Bac B MUP MOPCKMX

3Bepo6oeB HYyKoTKM. OxoTa Ha MOPCKOro 3Beps OCTaeTCs 415 3CKUMO-
COB ¥ 6EPEroBbIX YYKYEN rMaBHbIM 3aHATUEM Ha NPOTAKEHUU MHOTUX CTONIETUMN.
N B Haln OHW OHWU BbIXOASAT B OKEaAH U OXOTATCSH Ha MOPXKEW, TIOSIEHEN, KUTOB.
TaKas ox0Ta BCe TaK e TpyaHa 1 ornacHa. KHura pacckaxket 06 atom. PacckKa-
YKET OHa M O CTapPUHHbIX NPeJaHUsAX MOPCKUX apKTUYECKUX 3Bep060eB. Mudbl,
NlereHabl, BONlEBHbIE CKa3Ku npuaaBani noasipHbIM NePBONPOXOALAM CUIbI,
nomorasnu B KaxaoAHEBHOM 60pbbe 3a BbIXKMBaHWe Ha KAMEHUCTbIX, MPoAyBa-
eMblIX fleasHbIMK BETPaMK 6eperax ceBepHbIX MOpPeN. Bbl y3HaeTe TaKKe 0 TOM,
KaK U3y4aloT TPaAULIMOHHYO Ky/1bTYPY MOPCKUX OXOTHUKOB «tOAW HayKW» — ap-
X€0/10ru, aTHOrpadbl, MCKYCCTBOBE/bI. Y3HAETE, KaK XUTeNn NPUOPEXHbIX pawn-
OHOB YYKOTKM, B CBOIO O4Yepedb, NoMoratoT 6uonoram, akosoram, reorpadam
nayyatb KpanHun Cesep.

MoBoaoM Ans NMOArOTOBKM 3TOr0 M3AaHWs cTaN HOBbIM GuibM AneKkces
BaxpyweBa «KHura Mopsi». 3T0 HeobblYHbIM dUAbM. B HEM TecHO nepenne-
TeHbl ABe IMHUK — peasibHas U MUbONOrMyeckas, U ABa BUaa KMHO — AOKY-
MeHTaNlbHOe WM aHUMaLWoHHOoe. [JoOKyMeHTallbHble KaApbl paccKa3blBaloT O
COBpEeMEeHHOM X13HU 3Bepob60oeB bepnHrosa nponuea nocenka JIopuHo. AHu-
MaLMOHHas IMHUS — NEPEHECEHHbIE Ha 3KPaH CTapMHHbIE IereHAbl 0 POACTBE
JI0eN N KMTOB, O MMYyGUHHOW CBA3K YerloBEKa M NPUPO[bl, O XEeHLMHE, KOTO-
pasi poauna kuta. O6pasbl, BO3HUKLINE B AaBHME BPEMEHA B BOOOPaXEHUN
NoNIIPHbIX MOPEXOA0B, 06penn GopMy B CKYNbNTYPHOM NNACTUIMHE U UBYT B
«KHUre Mopsi» psaomM ¢ peanbHbiMK NtoabMU. [epeknnKascb mexay cobon, Ao-
NOJIHASA ApYr Apyra, ABe CTO/b pa3/inyHble, Ha NepBbIM B3Nk, COCTaBasoWme
KMHOKapTUHbI CO34aloT LIESIOCTHOE XYyAOXKEeCTBEHHOEe MPOCTPaHCTBO, Apama-
TUYHYIO KUHOMOBECTb O CEroHAWHEM AHE HEBO/bLWOro YyKOTCKOro CeneHums
M 0 ero iHe BYepallHeM.

dunbm «KHura Mops» cosaaBancs natb neT. 9Tb €T ee aBToOp, BCS Cbe-
MOYHas rpynna HanpseHHo paboTanu Ha YykoTKe U B MocKBe, B MOpe, BO
Nbfax, Ha 6epery, B Benbb0Tax, Ha Be3aexoaax, B MOHTaXHbIX CTYAuUAX 1 ate-
Nbe 3ByKo3anucu. 06 aToMm cam Anekcen BaxpylleB pacCKaxeT Ha CTpaHuLax
KHUIK. Mbl e, npeaBapsis Balle 3HaKOMCTBO C NOMELLEHHbIMW B KHUre $oTo-
rpaduUsmMu 1 Hay4yHO-NONyNSPHbIMU OYEPKaMU, MPUBELEM KPaTKUe CBeAeHUS

ear Reader,

The book you are holding in your hands will take you to the world of
Arctic sea hunters. Sea animals have been the staple of the Yupik and
coastal Chukchi peoples for many centuries. Even nowadays, they still go out
to sea for seals, walruses, and whales. And it is still as hard and dangerous
as it used to be. This book is all about that. It will also give you an insight into
ancient myths, legends and fairy tales of the Chukotka sea hunters that give
stamina to polar explorers and help in their survival routine on the rocky, icy,
windswept shores of the arctic seas. You will learn how people of science —
archaeologists, ethnographers, and art historians — study the indigenous cul-
ture of the Chukotka sea hunters. You will also learn how the indigenous peo-
ple, in turn, help biologists, ecologists, and geographers to study their arctic
homeland.

The idea of this book evolved from a new film by Alexei Vakhrushev "The
Book of the Sea". This is an unusual film. It has two closely intertwined lines —
the real and the mythological, and two types of film — documentary and ani-
mation. The documentary footage shows us the present-day life of Bering
Strait sea hunters based in the settlement of Lorino (Chukotka). The anima-
tion line includes old legends about humans being akin to whales, about a
deep connection of people to nature, and about a woman who gave birth to
a whale. The characters that ancient arctic seamen could only imagine were
materialized in modeling clay and live next to real people in the "Book of the
Sea". Overlapping with each other and complementing each other, the two
seemingly different film lines create an integral artistic space, a dramatic film
narrative about the present day and the past of a small village in Chukotka.

It took five years to create the film "The Book of the Sea". Throughout the
five years, the author and his film crew worked hard in Chukotka and in Mos-
cow, at sea and on ice, on shore and in boats, in cross-country vehicles, edit-
ing rooms, and sound recording studios. Alexey Vakhrushev will tell you more
about it in this very book. And in the meantime, before you see the photos
and popular science essays in the book, we will give you some brief infor-
mation about the Chukchi Peninsula and Bering Strait hunters, as well as
ancient ivory and wood products found on its coasts by archaeologists and
ethnographers.




BeceHHss oxoTa Ha Hepny. Oner Jo6pues 1 AnekcaHap EmenbsaHoB.
3anus CB. JlaBpeHTns, 2014 r. oto A. t0. BaxpyweBa

Seal hunting in spring. Oleg Dobriyev and Alexander Emelyanov.
Chukotka. St. Lawrence Bay, 2014, photo by A. Yu. Vakhrushev

0 YyKOTCKOM MoflyoCcTpoBe, 06 OXOTHWKax bepuHrosa nponnBa, 0 CTapuUHHbIX
N3AENUSAX U3 KOCTU U [lepeBa, 0OHapPYKEHHbIX Ha ero nobepexbax apxeosnora-
MU 1 3THOrpadamu.

YyKOTCKUI NOMYOCTPOB — CEBEPO-BOCTOK EBpa3nn. MacCHMBHLIM CKaUCTbIM
BbICTYNOM BKJIMHUBaETCS OH B CeBepHbI JleaoBuTbIn U TUXMK OKeaHbl. CpaBHM-
TesIbHO HelWnpoKu beprHros nponue otaenset ero ot CeBepHon AMepuku. 'eo-
rpaduryecKoe NonoKeHne, KMMaTUYeCKme 1 NPUPOAHbLIE 0COBEHHOCTU HYyKOTCKO-
ro NnonyocTpoBa 06YCNoBUIM 0BUTaHME Y ero 6eperoB pasHoo06Pas3HbIX MOPCKMX
KMBOTHbIX, YTO CTaso rMaBHOW NPEANOChIIKON 4151 MOSIBAEHUS B 3TUX Kpasix MHO-
FOYUCNIEHHDBIX MOCENEHUI MOPCKUX 3BEPOOOEB. B HayKe eLlle He OKOHYEeHbI Cropsbl
0 TOM, KaK, rae v Koraa dopmMupoBascs B APKTUKE MOPCKOW 3BEPOBOMHBIN NpPo-
Mbicen. OQHaKo NpPaKTUY4eCKU BCe UccneaoBaTeNiv efiuHbl B TOM, YTO JIlO4M, Ha-
censiBlIMe B APEBHOCTM NobGeperbs YYKOTKU 1 ANFICKK, Urpann UCKIIIOYUTENTIbHO
BaXKHylO posib B 3TOM npouecce. OTcoaa, ¢ 6eperos bepuHrora nponunea, B -
[l ThiICAYENeTUAX 40 HaLlen 3pbl Ha ThICAYU KMTOMETPOB, BMIOTh [10 OCTPOoBa Bpak-
renst u yctbst KonbiMbl B A3un, Ao 'peHnaHanu v Jlabpagopa B AMepurKe, pacnpo-
CTpaHWnacb BO MHOTOM YHWKaNbHas Ky/lbTypa MOPCKMUX apKTUYECKMX 3BEPOOOEB.

BeceHHsq oxoTa Ha KuTa. AHaTonui PanayTtarmHi 1 F'eHHaaMn TOMUNOB.
MeyurmeHckuin 3anms, 2014 r. ®orto A. K. BaxpylweBa

Whale hunting in spring. Anatoly Ranautagin and Gennady Tomilov.
Chukotka. Mechigmen Bay, 2014, photo by A. Yu. Vakhrushev

The Chukchi Peninsula, or Chukotka is located in the extreme north-east
of Eurasia. It wedges into the Arctic and Pacific Oceans with a massive rocky
ridge. The relatively narrow Bering Strait separates it from North America. The
geographical location, climate, and natural features of Chukotka have result-
ed in a great diversity of marine wildlife there, which was the main prerequi-
site for the emergence of numerous settlements of sea hunters. The debate
over how, where and when the sea hunting culture emerged in the Arctic is
still ongoing. However, almost all researchers agree that the people who in-
habited the coasts of Chukotka and Alaska in ancient times played a crucial
role in this process.

In the third to second millennia BC, the largely unique culture of Arctic ma-
rine hunters spread from the Bering Strait shores to places thousands of kilo-
meters away, such as to Wrangel Island and the Kolyma River mouth in Asia, as
well as to Greenland and Labrador in America.

It is important to note that the northernmost coasts of the Arctic, Pa-
cific and Atlantic oceans remained uninhabited until people learned the
skills of sea hunting. Most tribes that settled in polar regions of the Old




BakHO OTMETWTb, YTO apKTHUYECKMe Nobeperbs CeBepHoro JleagoButoro, Tu-
XOro v ATNaHTUY4eCKOro OKeaHoB OCTaBa/lMCb He3acesleHHbIMM 0 TEX MOpP, NOKa
JII0AN HE OCBOWJIM HaBbIKM MOPCKOM 0XOTbl. Ha 6eperax nonsipHbIXx MOPen peako
BCTPEYaNUCb CEBEPHbIE OfIEHU, OXOTa Ha KOTOPbIX IBASAACh [MaBHbIM 3aHATH-
€M MNfeMeH, paccensiBLIMXCSd B KAMEHHOM BEKe B BbICOKMX LWMpoTax Ctaporo
n Hosoro CeTta. He 6b110 34eCb HWU APEBECHOW PACTUTENBHOCTU, HXU MHOIOro
[pyroro, 6e3 Yero YeNOBEK AaNeKoro npoLsioro He Mor CyLLecTBoBaTb B 3KC-
TpemasibHO XOI0AHOM KaumaTe. M ToNIbKO A06bl4a MBOTHbLIX MOPS B KOPHE 13-
MeHuna cuTyaumo. MopcKkow npombicen obecneyun Noaen eaon, OAeKaon, To-
NIMBOM, Matepuanamu 4 U3roToBNEHUSI OXOTHUYBbErO CHaPSKEHNUS, HUIuLL,
CPeAcTB NepeaBUKEHUS U Opyaui Tpyaa.

Halwun 3HaHWs 0 HavanbHOM 3Tane B UCTOPUM OXOTHUKOB Ha MOPCKOro
3BEpPS, K coXaneHuto, HeBeMKU. O6BbACHAETCS 3TO TEM, YTO MHOTME U3 HUX
KUIN Ha TeppuTopun bepuHrum, coeamnHsBWEn Korga-10 YyKOTKY M ANSCKY.
Mo aTOMy NPUPOAHOMY CyXOMYyTHOMY MOCTY B KAMEHHOM BeKe npolunn na Crta-
poro CBeTta B HoBbI CBET «NaneounHaenLbl» — NpPeaKu HblHELWHUX KOPEHHbIX
HapogoB AmepuKu. OKono 10 Thicsy NeT Ha3an bepuHruio ctanu nocteneHHo
3atannueaTb BoAbl MMPOBOro okeaHa, U, BO3MOXHO, KaK pa3 Torja y fitofen,
HacensBLlKX ee, — UX Ha3blBaIOT «MPOTO3ICKUMOCaMMU» — Havan GopmMUpoBaThb-
CSl HOBbIV XO35IMCTBEHHbIN YKNa: 0X0oTa Ha MOpCcKoro 3eeps. Okono 7—-8 Tbl-
CAY NeT Halapj cywa, coeamHaBLas Asunio 1 CeBepHyto AMEPUKY, OKOHYaTENb-
HO ylWna nog Boay (oCcTanuch OT Hee Ninlb HeGOSblLME OCTPOBa B bepnHrosom
nponuse). Bectn apxeonorMyeckne pacKoMKKM B MecTax, rae 3apoxianacb
KynibTypa MOPCKUX apKTUYECKUX 3BEPO60OEB, HEBO3MOXHO. HO 0 TOM, KaKoK
OHa cTana nosaHee, B NpeaABeEPUN Hallen 3pbl, a TaKKe B Havane u cepemHe
ee |l Thica4yeneTus, Mbl 3Haem ropasao 6onbLue.

Apxeonoru paboTatoT Ha HYyKoTKe ¢ cepeanHbl 1940-x rogoB. Y UCTOKOB 3THX
ncecnefoBaHUm ctosnun Boblgatowwmnecs ydeHnole C. W. PyaeHko, A. . OKnagHWKOB,
M. T. NleBuH, H. H. InkoB. OrpoMHbIi BKNaJ B U3yYEHWUE YYKOTCKUX APEBHOCTEN
BHecnu C. A. ApyTioHoB U [I. A. CepreeB. B HacTosilLee n3gaHue BKIOYeHbl $o-
Torpadum CTapuHHbIX NPEAMETOB, HaNEHHbIX UMK B KBEHE. ITO APEBHEICKMU-
MOCCKOE NocesieHne pacrosioxXeHo HenoaaneKy oT MeCT, rie pa3BopaynBainch
CO6bITHS, O KOTOPbIX TOBOPUTCS B YNIOMSIHYTOM BbILE IEFEHAE O EHLIUHE, KOTO-
pasi poauna Knta.

OcHoBHas YacTb aKBeHCKMX HaxoaoK C. A. ApytioHoBa v 1. A. Cepreesa xpa-
HUTCS B KpynHenweM aTHorpadpuyeckom Mysee Poccun — Mysee aHTPONOAOrnu
1 aTHorpadum uMm. lNetpa Benmkoro, 3HaMeHUTON CaHKT-NeTepbyprckon KyHeTka-
mMepe. EcTb oHM 1 B MocKBe, B ['0cynapcTBeHHOM My3ee BOCTOKa, COTpYAHUKHK
KOTOPOro ToXe Benu packonkn 3kBeHa B 1980-2000-x rogax. Potorpadpumn

and New Worlds in the Stone Age depended on reindeer hunting for sub-
sistence, but reindeer could hardly be found on the shores of arctic seas.
There was no woody vegetation and many other things that would make
human survival possible in the extremely cold climate. But marine mam-
mal hunting changed the situation radically. The sea provided people with
food, clothing, fuel, materials for making hunting equipment, houses, ve-
hicles and tools.

Unfortunately, our knowledge of the early history of sea hunters is insuf-
ficient, mostly due to the fact that many of them lived in Beringia — a land
that once connected Chukotka and Alaska. The Palaeoindians, ancestors of
today's indigenous peoples of America, used this natural bridge to migrate
from the Old World to the New World. About 10,000 years ago, Beringia be-
gan to gradually sink into the ocean, and perhaps it was then that the local
residents that are called Protoeskimos began to develop a new economic
practice: marine mammal hunting. About 7,000-8,000 years ago, the land
that connected Asia and North America was flooded, with only small Ber-
ing Strait islands remaining of it. We cannot conduct archaeological excava-
tions where the culture of arctic sea hunters originated, but we know much
on how it developed later, in particular at the turn of the common era and
throughout the 2nd millennium AD.

Archaeologists have been working in Chukotka since the mid-1940s.
Pioneers of these studies were the outstanding scientists S. |. Rudenko,
A. P. Okladnikov, M. G. Levin, N. N. Dikov, S. A. Arutyunov and D. A. Sergeev
who made huge contributions to the study of Chukotka antiquities. This book
includes photographs of ancient pieces they discovered in Ekven. This ancient
Eskimo (Yupik) settlement is located close to the scene of the aforementioned
legend about the Woman who Gave Birth to a Whale.

The majority of the Ekven findings of S. A. Arutyunov and D. A. Sergeev
are deposited in the largest ethnographic museum of Russia — the famous
Kunstkammer in St. Petersburg (Peter the Great Museum of Anthropology
and Ethnography). Some of them are also deposited in the State Museum
of Oriental Art in Moscow, as the museum staff conducted excavations in
Ekven in 1980-2000’s. Photographs of ancient pieces they found there
are also included in this book. Made mainly from walrus ivory, the Ekven
harpoon heads, harpoon stabilizers ("winged objects") and other archaeo-
logical finds are evidence of multifaceted knowledge of the ancient inhabit-
ants of Chukotka and their fine artistic taste. Look at the pictures and see
for yourself that almost every carved item in the book is a masterpiece of
primitive art.




HaWOEeHHbIX UMW CTAPMHHBIX NPEAMETOB TaKKe BKIOYEHbI B KHUTY. BbINONHEH-
Hble rMaBHbIM 06Pa30M U3 MOPXKOBOT0 KilblKa 3KBEHCKNE HAKOHEYHUKM rapnyHa,
rapnyHHble cTabunmMsaTopbl («KpbliaTble NpeaMeTbl»), ApYyrue apxeonornyeckme
Haxo4KW — CBUAETENbCTBA PA3HOCTOPOHHMX 3HaHWM, KOTOPbIMK 06N1ajanu apes-
HMEe KuTeNn YyKOTKK, UX TOHKOIO XY[OXKECTBEHHOrO BKyca. Brasautecb B unio-
CTpaLmmn U y6eanTech B TOM, YTO MPaAKTUYECKU Kax10e KOCTOPE3HOE U3eNne, Nno-
MeLleHHOe B KHUre, — WeaeBp MUPOBOro NepBOBbLITHOrO UCKYCCTBa.

B KHure MOXHO yBuaeTb doTtorpadum M TaKoro rpaHAMO3HOro Mo CBOUM
pa3Mepam APEBHE3CKMMOCCKOIro apXxeosorMyeckoro naMaTHUKa, Kak «Kuto-
Bas annes». AHanoroB eMy HeT H1 Ha Poccuinickom CeBepe, HY B 3apybexHOn
ApKTuKe. B n3agaHue Takxe BKIOYEHbI CHUMKW KaMEHHbIX XUIULL, PYUHbl KO-
TOPbIX COXPAHWUIUCH B OCTaBNEHHbIX JII0LbMU 3CKUMOCCKHKX MOCeNKax [JexHeB-
CKOro ropHOro maccuBa. bonblon nHTepec NpeacTaBafoT N306parKeHUs pu-
TyallbHbIX M3ennin XIX BeKka n3 aTHorpaduyeckux Konnekumm KyHctkamepsl,
My3zest BoctoKa M My3enHoro ueHTtpa «Hacneame YyKoTKu».

HayyHble 3HaHWUa 06 UCTOPUMN U KYbTYpPe apKTUYECKUX OXOTHUKOB Ha MOop-
CKOro 3Bepsl OCHOBbIBAIOTCA HE TONbKO Ha WMCCNeAoBaHMAX MaTepuanbHbIX
npeameToB ¥ NamMATHUKOB apXMTEKTYPbI. bonblloe 3Ha4YeHne A5 HayKu ume-
€T HapOoAHOEe TBOPYECTBO YYKYEW M 3CKMMOCOB. PONbKIOP HAPOAOB YyKOTKM
ele B Havane XX Beka Havan cobupatb B. I. boropas — 0g1H M3 0CHOBOMMO-
JIOXKHWUKOB 3THOrpadmyeckoro nayvyeHusa HapoaoB CeBepo-BocTtoyHon Asum.
B 1930-40-x rogax MHOXecTBO MU}OB U cKa30K 3anucanu . A. MeHoBUIK-
KoB, E. C. Py6uoBa, . 4. Ckopuk, J1. B. bennkos. J1t060MbITHO, YTO 3TU Bblaa-
loLWMeECs IMHIBUCTBI, HE TONIbKO B COBEPLLEHCTBE BNajeBLINEe MECTHbIMU A3bl-
Kamu, HO U o6nagaBLune rnyéovyaniMMmn NO3HaHUSAMKM B pasfinyHbiX 061acTax
TPaAULMOHHOM KYNbTypbl HAPOAOB MOPS U TYHAPbLI, HA4YUHaNM CBOM Npodeccu-
OHaflbHbIM MYTb € PaboTbl YYUTENAMU B OTLANIEHHbIX NOCENKax YyKoTKK. Mpu-
Befly clioBa Moero Konneru atHonora Amutpusa OnapuHa: «[podeccrmoHanbHo
3anuncaHHble YyKOTCKME M 3CKMMOCCKME CKa3KM Mbl UMeeM Gnarogaps rnas-
HbIM 06pa30M MepPBbIM YYUTENAM HYKOTKM».

. A. MeHoBuMKoB, E. C. PybuoBa, apyrve 3amedyatesfibHble UIONOrM
XX BeKa, 3anucbiBas fiereHbl 1 Mudbl, NMbiTaiMCb MaKcMMallbHO COXPaHUTb
CaMOOGbITHOCTb YCTHOrO CKa3aHus, He NOTEPSTb ero 3MOLMOHaNbHYIO COCTaB-
nsaLWyto, nepeaaTtb NpY NepeBo/e Ha PYCCKMUM 3blK MHTOHALMKU paccKasd4vumKa.
duKeupys faty U Mecto, rae 6bl yenblwaH TOT UK MHOW pacCKas, OHU TLaTeNb-
HO 3anucbiBanu MMeHa CBOMX MHOOPMAHTOB. [amsATb 06 3TUX NOASX XPaHUT-
€Sl B HaYYHbIX TPyAax Mo YyKOTCKOMY M 3CKMMOCCKOMY $OMbKIopPY, COBpaHHOMY
B NPeABOEHHbIE M NOCNEBOEHHbIE roAbl. ITU TPYAb! yXKe He pa3 Obln U3aHbl U,
HEeCOMHEeHHO, 6yayT nepensgaBaTbCd CHOBa M CHOBaA.

Moreover, the book contains photos of Whalebone Alley, a magnificent
ancient Yupik archaeological monument. There are no similar structures ei-
ther in the Russian Arctic or abroad. The book also has pictures of stone
dwellings, the remains of which have survived to this day in abandoned Yu-
pik settlements of the Dezhnev Mountain Ridge. Of great interest are images
of the 19th century ritual products from the ethnographic collections of the
Kunstkammer Museum and the Museum of Oriental Art.

But scientific knowledge with regard to the history and culture of Arctic
sea hunters has not been based on research of material objects and archi-
tectural monuments alone. Folk art of the Chukchi and Yupik people is also
of great importance. V. G. Bogoraz, a pioneer of ethnographic research in
North-East Asia, began collecting folklore of Chukotka peoples at the be-
ginning of the 20th century. In the 1930s and 1940s, G. A. Menovschikoy,
E. S. Rubtsova, P. Ya. Skorik, and L. V. Belikov recorded a multitude of myths
and fairy tales. Interestingly, these outstanding linguists who not only per-
fectly mastered local languages, but also had a deep knowledge in various
areas of traditional culture of the sea and tundra peoples, began their pro-
fessional careers as teachers in remote villages of Chukotka. Let me quote
my colleague, ethnologist Dmitry Oparin: "We have these professionally re-
corded Chukchi and Yupik fairy tales mainly thanks to the first teachers of
Chukotka".

G. A. Menovschikov, E. S. Rubtsova and other remarkable philologists of the
time translated legends and myths into Russian, doing their best to preserve
the originality of their oral tradition, including the emotional component and in-
tonations of the narrator. They recorded the dates and places where those sto-
ries were told, as well as the names of their informants. Memory of these peo-
ple is stored in studies of Chukchi and Yupik folklore collected before and after
World War Il. These works were published more than once and will undoubtedly
be republished again and again.

Speaking of Chukchi and Eskimo narrators, one should remember that
each of them was a talented improviser. On the one hand, many research-
ers of Arctic folklore noted that the narrator was controlled by the audience:
people-who-know would make sure that the storyteller did not wander from
the plot and even the details of the story. On the other hand, when compar-
ing folklore records, one can clearly see that none of the stories repeated
each other literally. The narrator would always bring individual traits to their
storytelling. Therefore, every myth of the Chukotka peoples is a powerful
phenomenon of collective spiritual culture as well as the personal artwork
of an individual.







BcTpeya B Mope BO BpeMs BeCeHHero npombiciia. OXOTHUKM (cneBa Hanpago):
A. OtTon, U. OtTow, A. BempynbTbiH, C. ToiHyn. MeyurmeHckuii 3aams, 2014 .
®oro A. 10. BaxpyweBa

Encounter at sea during spring hunting. Hunters (left to right): A. Ottoy, . Ottoy,
Ya. Vemrultyn, S. Tynul. Chukotka, Mechigmen Bay, 2014. Photo by A. Yu. Vakhrushev

[OBOPS O YYKOTCKMX U 3CKUMOCCKMX CKa3UTENSX, BAXHO MOMHUTb TaKXe 0O
TOM, YTO KaxAbl U3 HKUX Obl TaNaHTAUBbLIM MMNPOBKU3aTOpPoM. C 0HOM CTOPO-
Hbl, MHOTME UCCNiefoBaTeNn apKTMYECKOro GosibKIopa 0TMeYatoT, YTO paccKas-
YUKa «KOHTPONMpOBaNa ayauTopusi»: 3HaloWMe NIoAU Cnefunin 3a Tem, 4ToObl
CKa3uTeNb He OTXOA4M/1 OT M3BECTHOIrO MM CIOXETa U Jake He U3MEHSN AeTanu
pacckasza. C Apyron CTOpOHbl, COMOCTaBASAA 3anuck dobKIopuCToB, yeexaa-
ellbCs, YTO HU OflHa U3 UCTOPUKM He paccKa3biBanach «MojA KOMUPKy». PaccKas-
YWK Bcerga npuBHOCWI B CBOE BbICTYINJIEHUE UHANBUAYANbHbIE, aBTOPCKUE Yep-
Tbl. [T03TOMY, 3HAKOMSCb C TEM UIN MHBIM MUDOM HapoaoB YYKOTKKU, Mbl UMEEM
[1€/10 U C MOLLHbIM IBJIEHNEM KOJIJIEKTUBHOMW JYXOBHOM KyNbTYpbl, U C UHANBUAY-
allbHbIM Xy[10XECTBEHHbIM MPOU3BEAEHNEM KOHKPETHOIO Ye0BEKa.

Mwudbl, nereHabl, BonwebHble CKa3Ku OTKPbLIBAIOT HaM efiBa /I He camble COo-
KPOBEHHbIE, @ NMOTOMY CaMble 3HayvMMble MacTbl [yXOBHOMO Hacneams MOPCKMUX
OXOTHMKOB YyKOTKW. ECin fecopMmUpyoTCs, UCHESHYT 3TU MNACTbI, YAAET B HEGLITUE
KyNIbTypHasi OBLLHOCTb, UCTOPUSI KOTOPON M3MepSIeTCs Thicadenetnamun. Ha cmery
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BeceHHsig oxoTa. Oner PaxTbiTaruH — MOPCKOM OXOTHUK. MeynrmeHckui 3aams, 2014 T.
®oto A. 0. BaxpyweBa

Spring hunting. Oleg Rakhtytagin, sea hunter. Chukotka, Mechigmen Bay, 2014.
Photo by A. Yu. Vakhrushev

Myths, legends, and fairy tales are some of the most intimate and there-
fore most significant layers of spiritual heritage of the Chukotka sea hunters.
If these layers become deformed and disappear, the millennia-old ethno-cul-
tural community will go into oblivion. It will probably be replaced by another
society, another ethno-cultural community, but will it keep at least some of the
spiritual heritage that makes the traditional culture of Arctic sea hunters so
attractive to us?

Chukotka legends and myths are a cornerstone of this book. A. Vakhru-
shev, author of the film "The Book of the Sea", believes that present-day sea
hunters still feel their connection with the spiritual culture of their ancestors.
The mythological plot of the film is not an exact reproduction of ancient leg-
ends. It is certainly based on them, but is more a proprietary version of Yupik
and Chukchi folklore. Does the artist have the right to interfere in the fine
fabric of folk art? In the case of Alexey Vakhrushey, the answer to this difficult
qguestion is a definite ‘yes’. Yes, because the artist was born in Chukotka and




evi pUaeT, BEPOSITHO, APYrOM COLIMYM, APYroe 3THOKY/IbTYPHOE COOBLLECTBO, HO CO-
XPaHWT JI OHO XOT$ Obl YaCTb TEX AYXOBHbIX LIEHHOCTEN, KOTOPbIE AENat0T CTOMb NPK-
TaraTenbHOM 411 HaC TPAAULIMOHHYIO KybTYpY MOPCKMX apKTUYECKMX 3BEPOO0EB?

B Hawen kHure nereHaam U Mudbam HyKoTKM OTBEAEHO NPaKTUYECKHU LiEHTPab-
Hoe MecTo. ABTOp dunbMa A. BaxpyLlieB y6exaeH, YTO CErOAHS MOPCKNE OXOTHUKK
No-MNpexKHeMY OLLYLLAKOT CBOIO CBSI3b C [lyXOBHOW Ky/lbTypow npeakos. Mudonoru-
YECKUI CIOXeT dunbMa «KHUra Mopsi» He gBNSIeTCs TOYHbIM BOCMPOU3BEAeHNEM
CTapuHHbIX NpedaHui. OH, 6e3ycnoBHO, 6a3npyeTcs Ha HKX, HO NPeaCTaBsSET Co-
601 aBTOPCKYIO BEPCUIO 3CKUMOCCKOMO M YYKOTCKOro GponbKiiopa. ECTb 1 y Xyaox-
HWKa NpaBo Ha NoJo6Hble AeNCTBUA? Ha BTOpXKEHWEe B TOHKYIO TKaHb HapOAHOro
TBOp4ecTBa? B cnyyae ¢ Anekceem BaxpylleBbIM OTBET Ha 3TOT HEMPOCTOW BOMNPOC:
«Ja»! [la, NOTOMY YTO aBTOP KapTUHbI POANICS Ha YYKOTKE U MPUHAAIEKUT K 3CKU-
MOCCKOMY poay nakarmut. Kpome Toro, Anekcen FOpbeBny — NpodeccroHanbHbIn
aTHOrpad, CoTpyaHMK MHCTUTYTa STHONOMMK U aHTpononorum PAH.

®dunbm «KHMra Mopsi» HanoMMHaAET 0 MHOroo6pa3nvM MUPOBOW KylbTypbl,
0 TOM, KaK BaXHO COXpaHWTb BCe LiBETa U OTTEHKM 3TOW BENMYECTBEHHON MO3a-
WKW. ADKTMYECKME HapO/ibl BHECTM BoraTennin BKnaa B «<6aHK 3HaHUM» 0 Kpaw-
Hem CeBepe. O6pallasch K JyXOBHbIM LIEHHOCTSIM CEBEPSIH, U3ydast X apxauny-
HbI POJIbKIOP, X UCKYCCTBO, BO MHOIOM CO3BYYHOE WCKYCCTBY GECKOHEYHO
YOANeHHbIX OT Hac BPEMEH, Mbl NPUOBAMKAEMCS K MO3HAHWUIO UCXOAHbIX 00lLe-
4ye/I0BEYECKUX NpeAcTaB/ieHni 0 Jobpe v 3n1e, 0 Npupoae 1 0bLecTBe, 0 Hepac-
TOPXKMUMOW CBA3W MUpPa NIOAEV U MUPA HUBOTHbIX.

He mMeHee BaXHOW SIBNSIETCS 3aadvya U3y4yaTb XWU3Hb HaLUMX COBPEMEHHMU-
KOB, NPOJO/IKatOLLMX MHOTOBEKOBbIE TPAAMLIMM MOPCKUX OXOTHUKOB APKTUKK —
a3naTCKMX 3CKMMOCOB M BeperoBbix Yykyen. Ux dotorpadum ceinyvac nepeq
BaMu. Brnaautech B nnLa 3TUX NIKOAEN, U Bbl MOYYBCTBYETE K HUM TY e CUMMa-
TUIO, C KOTOPOKM OTHOCATCS K CBOMM reposiM, peanbHbIM U CKa304HbIM, co3aare-
m dunbMa «KHura Mopsi».

MWXAWT BPOHLLUTEMH,
KaHAauAaT UCTOPUYECKUX HaYK,
rnaBHbIN Hay4HbIM COTPYAHMK [OcyaapCcTBEHHOrO My3es BocToka

belongs to the Yupik Lakagmit family. Besides, Alexey is a professional eth-
nographer working for the Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Russian
Academy of Science.

Being a reference to the diversity of human culture, the film “The Book of
the Sea" reminds us how important it is to preserve all colors and shades of this
majestic mosaic. The Chukotka peoples have made a great contribution to the
human knowledge of the Arctic. Addressing their spiritual values, studying their
archaic folklore and their art that are in many ways concordant with those of our
distant past, we come closer to an understanding of the original universal ideas
of good and evil, nature and society, and the inextricable link between the world
of people and the world of animals.

To study the lifestyle of our contemporaries who bear centuries-old tradi-
tions of Arctic sea hunters — the Yupik and coastal Chukchi — is an equally im-
portant task. Photos of these people are in front of you. Gaze into their faces
and take the same liking to them as the creators of the film "The Book of the
Sea" took to their heroes, real and fairy tale.

DR. MIKHAIL BRONSHTEIN,
State Museum of Oriental Art
Senior Researcher




[ locBsILIBETCS MOPCKUM OXOTHMKaM YyKoTKM
M CBETAOM NMamsiT Aaekcarapa EmeabgHosa (1943-2017)

Dedicated to sea hunters of Chukotka
and to the cherished memory of Alexander Emelyanov (1943-2017)
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HYACTb 1

THE MYTH, THE LAND AND THE PEOPLE
PART 1



Ha 6aiipape no bepuHroBy nponusy
Buonorn J1. borocnoBckas u b. 3B0HOB,
MOPCKOM OXOTHUK U3 . CupeHnkn B. MneH-
KOB (B LeHTpe) Ha 6aigape BO BpeMs
roxoga BAoJb nobepexui bepuHrosa npo-
mBa oT 6yxTbl [TpeobpaxeHuns 4o Mbica
Cepaue-KameHb. 1985 .

®oT0 H. KoHioxoBa

KapTta oxBaTbiBaeT TEpPPUTOPHUIO IBYX COBPE-
MEHHbIX PanoHOB YyKOTCKOrO aBTOHOMHO-
ro oKkpyra — Yykotckoro 1 MpoBuaeHcKoro.
B HawwM fHM 38echb B 12 npubpexHbIX noces-
Kax YXMBET OCHOBHasi 4aCTb MOPCKMX OXOT-
HWKOB YyKOTKM. B npowwnom nocenkos 6bi10
B HECKO/IbKO pa3 6osblie. MopcKue 3Bepo-
60N UKW NPaKTUYECKU BClOAY, rae 6blau
npecHas BoLa W OTHOCUTENbHO YAOOHbLIN
cnyck K Mopto. bnarogaps pa6ote aTHorpa-
0B, 6MOSI0roB, apXxeo0roB, COCTaBASABLINX
UCTOPUYECKME KapTbl, NPOBOAMUBLLMX apXeo-
NIOTUYECKME PaCKOMKK, U3Yy4aBLUUX apXuBbl
¥ BMECTe C MECTHbIMU XUTENSIMU UCCneno-
BaBLUMX PErMOH, yaanochb HauTW MecTa cTa-
PUHHBIX MOCENEHWUN U YCTaHOBWUTb WX MpH-
6AU3UTENBHOE KOMYECTBO.

An umiak journey in the Bering Strait
The biologists L. Bogoslovskaya

and B. Zvonov, sea hunter V. Miyenkov of
the Sireniki Village traveling along

the Chukotka coast in 1985.

Photo by N. Konyukhov

The map (p. 15) covers the territory of two
administrative districts of the Chukotka
Autonomous Okrug — Chukotski and Prov-
idenski. Nowadays, most Chukotka sea
hunters live there in 12 coastal villages. In
the past, there were many more villages. Sea
hunters lived in almost every location where
they could have fresh water and a relative-
ly convenient descent to the sea. Thanks to
ethnographic, biological, and archaeologi-
cal studies, locations of ancient settlements
have been found and their approximate
number established. The scientists worked
in archives, conducted archaeological exca-
vations, made historical maps, questioned
local residents and traveled with them by
whaling boats and umiaks along the coast of
the Bering and Chukchi Seas.

14

€Bepo-BOCTOYHOE Nobepexbe YYyKOTKU n3haBHa NpUTArMBao K cebe

OXOTHWKOB Ha MOPCKOro 3Beps. [eorpaduyeckme n NpupoaHbie 0Co-

6EHHOCTM 3TOro apeana No3BoAsSAM Ao6bIBaTb 34eCb 60/blie Mop-
YKEeN, TIONIEHEN, KUTOB, YeM B [PYrux apKTUYEeCcKUx Kpasx. Cyaa no pesynb-
TaTaM MHOTOJIETHUX apXeosIOrMYEeCKMX MCCiefoBaHW, MOCENKU MOPCKMX
3Bepo6oeB cyulecTBoBanM 6113 HyHnurpaHa, Ha tOXXHOM nobepexbe Yy-
KOTCKOr0 MOsyoCTPOBa, U B €ro CEBEPO-BOCTOYHOW YacTH, B paoHe YaneHa,
ye B | Tbica4yeneTum 4O Halen 3pbl, Moyt 3 Thica4u neT Halzaa. Hacens-
NN TOrAa CeBEPO-BOCTOK YYKOTKM APEBHE3CKUMOCCKME nnemeHa. MosgHee
B 3TW MecCTa CTanu NepecenstbCs YyKYM U3 KOHTUHEHTaNbHON TyHApPbI. [1O-
TOMCTBEHHbIE OXOTHWKM Ha AWKMX CEBEPHbLIX ONEHEN, OHWU BbICTPO OCBOMAN
npuembl MOPCKOM 0OXOTbl, U Ha 6eperax bepuHrosa 1 YyKoTCKOro Mopewn cno-
Xunacb cBoeobpasHas aTHOKYNbTypHasa KapTuUHa: Ba Hapoja, Ba A3blKa U
ofiHa obLlas Ha BCEX Ky/bTypa MOPCKUX apKTUYECKMUX 3BEPOHOEB.

he north-eastern coast of Chukotka has attracted marine mammal

hunters from time immemorial. Geographical and natural character-

istics of this area allowed them to catch more walruses, seals and
whales there than in other Arctic regions. Judging by the results of long-term
archaeological research, settlements of sea hunters existed near Nunligran
on the southern coast of the Chukchi Peninsula and near Uelen in its north-
eastern part as early as the 1st millennium BC; that is, three thousand years
ago. At that time, ancient Yupik tribes inhabited the northeast of Chukotka.
Later, Chukchi from the continental tundra began to move to these parts.
Traditional reindeer hunters, they quickly mastered the sea hunting tech-
nigues and contributed to the unusual ethnocultural picture that formed on
the shores of the Bering and Chukchi Seas, with two ethnicities, two lan-
guages and one common culture of Arctic sea mammal hunters.




JlpeBHYE ¥ COBpEMEHHbIE MO CE]]
- Ancient and modern settlements in
LY AN

Koraa-To oueHb AaBHO TBOPELL COLLIEA HA 3EMAIO M HACEAMA €€ XKMBOTHBIMM
N AOABMM, YTOO OHM XKMAM OOK O OOK 1 MOMOIaAU APYT APYTY.

Once, a very long time ago, the Creator descended to Earth and populated
it with humans and animals. They were to live side-by-side and help each other.
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HyHaKCKuUi CKNOH
LeXHEBCKMI roOpHbIN MaccuB.
®oto K. A. JHENpOBCKOro

OCKMMOCCKMI Mocenok HyHaK (Mo-4yKOTCKM
HyH’panaH) CyLecTBYET U CEMOAHS, HO B HEM
[laBHO HUKTO He uMBeT. PacnonoxeH oH B
[eXHEBCKOM rOPHOM MaccuBe, Ha3BaHHOM
Tak No Mmbicy [leXHEBA, KOTOPbIM HaXOAWT-
CSl B HECKOJIbKMX KMNOMETpax OT noceska.
3eneHble NATHa TpaBbl — WX XOPOLO BUAHO
C MOps — MOACKa3Ka Ans apxeosoros, rae
MCKaTb PYMHbI fpaHr. [PyHT B TakUx mecTax
HacbllLeH OpraHMKOM — OCTaTKaMu MOPXKO-
BbIX LUKYP, KOTOPbIMU ObIN MOKPbLITbI 3CKK-
MOCCKHE Xunulla, ApYyrMMu cnejamun 4eno-
BEYECKON JesTeNbHOCTH, U NO3TOMY TpaBa
pacTeT TYT UHTEHCUBHEE, YEM MO COCEACTBY.
Apxeonornyeckoe usyvyeHue HyHaka TOMb-
KO HauyuHaeTcs. PyKoBOAMTENb 3KCNeau-
unn K. A. IHeNpoBCKKIM CYMUTAET, YTO 34ECb
COXPaHUNOCb Kak MUHUMYM 25 CTapUHHbIX
NOCTPOEK.

The slope of Nunak
Chukotka, Dezhnev Mountain Ridge
Photo by K. A. Dneprovsky

The Yupik village of Nunak (Chukchi name
Nun’repen) is still there, but has long been
abandoned. It is located on the Dezhnev
Mountain Ridge named after Cape Dezhnev,
which is situated several kilometers from the
village. Green patches of grass seen from
the sea indicate the locations of yarangas
Yupik traditional dwellings. The grass grows
more intensively in the village, because the
soil there contains more organic matter —
remnants of walrus hides that once covered
the yarangas, and other traces of human
activities. Archaeologists have just started
to study Nunak. The head of the expedition
K. A. Dneprovsky believes that at least
25 ancient buildings remain there.
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0CTaATOYHO OHOIMO B3rNs4a Ha KPYTOM HYHaKCKUIM CKIIOH, Ha BalyHbl

B nosoce Npuobos, Ha CHer, KOTOPbIM He TaeT Aaxe IETOM, YToObl No-

HSITb, KaK HENerko *XWnocb 3aechb A0AsSM. [loyeMy e OHMU Mocenu-
JIUCb B 3TUX MecTax? HaBepHoe, B MEPBY0 o4epeb NOTOMY, YTO B OKPECT-
HOCTSX Mbica [lexHEBa, B cCeBEepHOM YacTu bepuHrosa nponvea, Tam, rae
YyKOTKY M Ansicky pasaensitor Bcero 90 KMIOMETPOB, OT/IMYHbIE YC/TOBWS
A5 MOPCKOMW 0XOTbl. [lBaxAbl B o], BECHOW U OCEHbIO, MUTPUPYs U3 TUXOro
OKeaHa B CeBepHbIN JlefoBUTbIN OKeaH, a 3aTeM U3 JIelOBUMTOro OKeaHa B
TuUxui, B y3KOW rOp/IOBMHE NPOSIMBA CKan/IMBaloTCs cTaa MOPCKUX 3BEPEN.
Co cKanucTbix ycTynoB [exHEBCKOro mMaccuBa MX MOXHO OblUIO YBUIETb
paHble, YeM C HU3KOro 6epera. MecTHble XUTeNn OXOTUIUCH Ha TIoNeHen
n MopxKen. OXOTUIUCH U Ha KUTOB, U laXKe CYUTaNUCh OAHUMHU U3 CaMblX UC-
KYCHbIX KUTO60€eB YyKOTKMU. MOXKET 6biTb, MO3TOMY MMEHHO B HyHaKe »Kuna,
COrNacHO NerexHae, ¥eHunHa, ctaBllas XXeHon Kuta?

ne glance at the steep Nunak slope, the boulders in the surf zone,

the snow that would not melt even in summer is enough to un-

derstand how difficult it is to live here. Why would people settle
these parts? In all probability because the area around Cape Dezhney, in
the northern part of the Bering Strait, where only 90 kilometers separate
Chukotka from Alaska, has excellent conditions for hunting. Twice a year, in
spring and autumn, herds of sea mammals migrating between the Pacific
Ocean and the Arctic Ocean accumulate in the narrow neck of the strait.
They could be seen more easily from the rocky cliffs of the Dezhnev Moun-
tains than from a lowland shore. Locals hunted seals and walruses. They
also hunted whales and were even considered some of the best whalers in
Chukotka. Maybe that is why, according to a legend, a woman who became
the wife of a whale lived in Nunak?

©




) “i

N TaK, 6bIAO MBAEHBKOE MOCEAEHUE, OAHU Ha3bIBaAM ero HyHak, Apyrme -
HyH pbanaH. Tam 5KMA My>kunHa. Y HErO ObIAO ABE XKEHbI U ABE SIDAHTM.
Y nepBoN »KeHbl ObIAM AETU, @ Y BTOPOI HE ObIAO. 1 My>KumHa B OCHOBHOM KMA

Y NMEPBOW >KEHbI, TAE ObIAU AETM.
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OcTaTKu ApaHru
MocenoK HyHak.
®oto K. A. JHENpoBCKOro

Jtopn, HacensBlne HyHaK, Ha3biBanu cebs
HYHarMuT, 4TO B NEPEBOAE O3HAYAET wKUTE-
m HyHaKka». CBOM SipaHrv OHW CTPOMIN U3
60/bWUX KaMHeN, cTapaTenbHO yKnaabiBas
nx apyr Ha apyra. CerogHs ot 3TUX NOCTPOEK
COXPaHWNUCh NNWb HUXKHKE Apycbl. HKunu-
Wa, Kak NpaBwio, Kpyrible, XOTs OTAeNb-
Hble AOMa MMEIOT MNPSMOYrofbHYI0 KOHOU-
rypauuio. HezaBucrmMo oT GopMmbl Xunuiia
BbIXOJ M3 Hero Bcerga CMOTPUT B CTOPOHY
mMops. KakoB BO3pacT HYHaKCKMX sipaHr?
OTBeTa Ha 3TOT BaXKHbIM BOMPOC MOKa HET.
TOYHO M3BECTHO TONMbKO OfHO: NociefHue
UTENW MNOKUHYNM HyHak B KoHue XIX —
Havane XX BeKa. O6NMK HYHaKCKUX HUMULL,
CTeneHb UX COXPaHHOCTU U P APYrux coo6-
paKEHWI [aloT OCHOBaHWE nonaraTtb, YTO
BO3HMK 3TOT nocenok okono 500 neT Hasaa.

Remains of a yaranga
Chukotka, the village of Nunak
Photo by K. A. Dneprovsky

People who lived in Nunak called themselves
Nunagmit, which simply means “the
inhabitants of Nunak”. They would build their
yarangas of boulders carefully laid on top of
one another. Today, only the lower tiers of
these buildings have remained. Dwellings
are usually round in plan, although some
have a rectangular configuration. Regardless
of the dwelling plan, the entrance is always
oriented towards the sea. How old are the
Nunak yarangas? There is no answer to this
important question so far. Only one thing is
certain: the last inhabitants left the village
at the onset of the 20th century. Judging
from the appearance of Nunak dwellings,
their degree of preservation and some other
features, the settlement was established
about five hundred years ago.
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3blBalOT M TPAAMLMOHHBIE XWUKLLA a3MaTCKMX 3CKMMOCOB. Y KO-

4YeBbIX «OJIEHHbIX YYK4YeW» ApaHru 6binM NEFKUMU, MEPEHOCHBIMU,
C KapKacoM 13 AepeBSHHbIX WECTOB, MOKPbLITbIM OfIEHbUMMU WKYypaMu. (B Ta-
KWUX ipaHrax M CerofHs *uByT Ha YyKoTKe oneHeBoabl.) Oceanblie XUTEu
MOPCKMUX NOBEPEXMIA CTPOUIN CTalMOHapHble AomMa. Bo3Boanaun Ux U3 Ko-
CTeN IpeHNaHCKOro Kuta, U3 aepHa U U3 AepeBbeB, NMPUHECEHHbIX OXK-
HbIMM MOPCKUMWU TedeHUsiMU. Kpbilly NOKPbIBaAAM MOPXKOBbLIMU LIKYpaMW.
N 3CKMMOCHI, 1 6EPETOBbIE YYKUYM XUTK B MOXOXKMUX KUKLLAX, U TONbKO Y Hy-
HarMuT U KUTENEN APYrux ceNeHnm B JeXHEBCKOM MacCHBE paHru CUNbHO
OTNInYanucb. Mx cTeHbl BO3BOAMIM U3 BanyHOB. Bnpoyem, HeECMOTpPS Ha 3TO
OT/INYME, MUAULLA HYHArMuT, No MHeHuto apxeonora K. A. [IHENPOBCKOro,
MMENU TaKyto e NIaHUPOBKY U KOHCTPYKLMIO, KaK Y ipaHr oCTallbHbIX OXOT-
HWKOB bepunHrosa n YyKOTCKOro Mopen.

Y/ 4 aranga” is a Chukchi word, but it is also used to name tradi-
tional dwellings of the Siberian Yupik. Nomadic “reindeer Chuk-
chi” had lightweight, portable yaranga tents made of a wooden

frame covered with reindeer hides. Reindeer herders in Chukotka still live

in such tents nowadays. Sedentary peoples of the coast built permanent
dwellings using bowhead whale bones, sod, and driftwood. The roofs were
covered with walrus hides. The majority of marine hunters, such as the Yu-
piks and Chukchi, lived in almost identical dwellings, but the yarangas in

Nunak were somewhat different, because their walls were mostly made of

boulders. Nevertheless, according to the archaeologist K. A. Dneprovsky,

the Nunagmit dwellings had the same general layout and structure as ya-
rangas of other coastal hunters in the Bering and Chukchi Seas.

S l paHra» — Ha3BaHWe XWUULa y YYK4en, O4HAKO HepeKo TaK Ha-




KuT yBUAEA 3TY OAMHOKYIO XKeHLLMHY. OHM 3aMETUAU ADYT APYTa.
JKeHlimHa HauaAa roTOBUTb YroLLEHME U MPUHOCKUTL €ro Ha Geper.

Once a whale saw the abandoned wife. They looked at each other.
The woman then made some food and took it to the shore.




OHa NpuHOCHKAE eAY M HaUMHAAA NETb. KUT CAbILLIAA €€ U TIOATNABIBAA K Gepery.
OH KABA TOAOBY Ha8 KAMEHb M CAYLLIBA €€ MEHME.

She brought him food and sung. The whale heard her singing and came close
to the shore. He rested his head on a rock and listened to her.




